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MORLEY ADULT MENTAL HEALTH CENTRE CLINIC — CLOSURE 

Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [9.42 pm]: I rise to speak about the closure of the Morley Adult 
Mental Health Centre clinic. The clinic provides support services to people with serious mental illness and 
mental health problems, including people at risk of suicide and self-harm. The clinic will close at the end of July. 

The PRESIDENT: Member, it may be hard for Hansard to pick up what you are saying; can you just direct that 
microphone towards you? 

Hon ALISON XAMON: I cannot wait to be back in the other chamber! 

The patients and their carers who attend this clinic have been informed that the clinic’s services are being 
relocated. The words “moving” and “relocating” have been used, which suggest that the clinic will continue to 
exist as a discrete entity; that is not the case. The clinic will be closed, as I said, and adult community mental 
health services will no longer be available in Morley.  

The closure of this clinic is simply a bad idea. The Morley Adult Mental Health Centre clinic is located in an 
area of high need, and these people deserve to be able to access mental health care in their local community. 
Community mental health care should be just that—care delivered in the local community—and people should 
not be forced to travel significant distances to access mental health care. 

People who suffer from mental illness deserve to have continuity of care with the same doctor or caseworker. I 
understand that the consumers who currently attend the Morley mental health clinic have been assigned to either 
the inner city, Mirrabooka or Swan community mental health facility, depending on where they live. They have 
not necessarily been given the choice of attending the clinic that will be most convenient for them. 

The implications of the closure of the Morley mental health clinic will be significant. The importance of regular 
and easy-to-access treatment for mental illness is well recognised. Many mental health care consumers are 
reliant on public transport. The Morley clinic, which is located behind Morley Galleria, opposite a bus stop, is in 
a very convenient location. The Mirrabooka and the Swan community mental health facilities that these people 
will now have to use will be much more difficult to access, particularly if they live in the Morley area. The 
problems with accessing the services at the Swan mental health facility due to the lack of public transport in the 
area are also well known. Consumers from Morley and the surrounding areas will be forced to spend a 
considerable amount of time on public transport to get to their appointments, not to mention the amount of time 
it will take them to get home. I have heard that some of the Morley mental health consumers simply cannot 
afford to take the time to get to their appointments at the Swan facility, so they will choose not to access 
treatment at all because it will just be too hard. Therefore, the decision to close the Morley clinic creates the 
potential for devastating consequences. The clinical health team from the Morley clinic will also be relocated to 
these other services. That will mean that a significant number of the people who currently attend the Morley 
clinic will run the risk of not receiving continuity of care. It will mean also that the important therapeutic 
relationships that have been developed at Morley may be lost.  

The question is: why has the minister chosen to close the Morley clinic? The answer is far from clear. I have 
heard a number of reasons. The first reason is that the lease on the building is about to end. The second reason is 
“to ensure the services are closer to local populations who utilise them”. That was in answer to a question on 
notice that I put to the minister. The third reason is that these changes are being made as part of the Western 
Australian health reform, to bring mental health services “in line with the rest of health and local government”. 
In response to the first reason, an important clinic that is located in an area of need should not be closed simply 
because the minister cannot be bothered to find other suitable accommodation nearby to house the clinic. In 
response to the second reason, my understanding is that over 300 people are currently accessing the Morley 
clinic from the Morley surrounds. It therefore seems ludicrous to suggest that closing the clinic will somehow 
ensure that the services are provided closer to the populations that utilise them. In response to the third reason, 
the formation of the Mental Health Commission surely reflects the recognition that the delivery of mental health 
services is not the same as the delivery of other health services. Mental health care is very different from general 
health care and needs to be delivered as such. Services need to be delivered to the points of need and not 
according to administrative structures, particularly those that do not necessarily apply to an area.  

A local newspaper report about the closure of the Morley clinic suggested that the Morley mental health clinic is 
“failing”. This has added further insult to the consumers who utilise that clinic. It also devalues the staff who 
have been delivering this important service. I quote from a letter that was written to the editor of the Eastern 
Reporter by Dr Ann Hodge, the area executive director, in response to this hurtful claim —  
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The clinic has provided patients with high-quality, early intervention services, reduced hospitalisation, 
and supported them in their rehabilitation and recovery after being in hospital. 

This clinic is keeping people out of hospital. In my opinion, the closure of this clinic is a backward step in the 
provision of mental health services.  

In response to a question I asked last week, the minister also indicated that the planned relocation of resources 
will broaden the range of specialist services offered. My understanding is that the Morley clinic offers a broad 
range of services, although I would certainly welcome the minister’s advice. I am particularly interested in the 
benefits to consumers from the closure of the Morley clinic, because I would like to know what additional 
services they are going to have access to. There is nothing to indicate that there will be additional services so far, 
only that consumers will have further to go. 

I understand that mental health services can seem like an easy target because mental health consumers are 
generally not very well resourced and have little public voice, but the closure of the Morley clinic highlights the 
desperate need for a funded peak consumer voice in mental health in Western Australia. The establishment of a 
peak mental health consumer voice was one of the five election commitments of the Liberal government, so I 
want to know why the minister has failed to make this happen. I certainly hope that the intention is not to make 
this happen after the worst cuts to mental health have already been made. I have spoken before in this house 
about the promise of this government in the mental health area. Yet again, the minister has failed to deliver 
improvements and has cut at the heart of service delivery.  

There is a strong push for the provision of more community mental health services, yet this government is 
closing an important and well-regarded one. I want to know where the strategy and planning is in this decision. 
The minister needs to provide a clear message to mental health consumers, carers and also the general 
community about his intentions for front-line mental health services. Will there be any more closures that we 
need to know about and what can mental health consumers and carers expect next, because it already feels that 
they are starting to prepare for the worst? This government has a tendency to argue that it is making cuts to 
improve the system. In this case that argument simply does not ring true. The government cannot close a mental 
health facility that is servicing an entire catchment area, forcing people who are ill-equipped to do so, in many 
instances, to travel significant distances to access alternative services, without having a detrimental impact on 
that local population.  

This government made a promise that mental health would be a priority, and the Liberal Party’s pre-election 
policy document on mental health stated that a Liberal government would work immediately to improve the 
condition of Western Australia’s mental health system, but this has not happened. Instead we are now looking at 
service delivery effectively being gutted. A lot of people have every right to feel let down by these decisions. 
The closure of the Morley mental health clinic is very disappointing, and I call on the minister to reverse his 
decision. 
 


